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edmo.com | 800.235.3300 | ISO 9001/AS9120
EDMO DISTRIBUTORS

EDMO Distributors proudly carries innovative aircraft technologies 
designed and manufactured by industry leaders like Mid-Continent 
Instruments & Avionics and True Blue Power®. Constantly improving and 
updating their offerings in response to new technologies, Mid-Continent 
and True Blue Power’s extensive product line ranges from indicators and 
power supply to space-saving USB charging ports and clocks. 

With newly discounted pricing, the TA102 Series USB Charging Ports are 
the most affordable, highest quality charger on the market. In addition, 
adapter plates and customizable faceplates for their line of  USB charging 
ports are available. Access it all at edmo.com and expect nothing less 
than excellence. 
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Avionics technician Jack Anderson installs the JetTech STC in a 
Cessna Citation CJ2. It includes Garmin GTN 650/750 GPS/nav/
comm systems, Garmin GTX 345R and GTX 335R remote-mount 
ADS-B transponders, Garmin GMA 35c audio panel, Garmin GDL 69A 
SiriusXM receiver and Shadin ADC adapter. 

W hen Eagle Creek purchased the longtime 
Montgomery Aviation repair station outside 
of Indianapolis in 2015, the new owner, 

Matt Hagans, and the leadership team set about to grow 
the business and lay the foundation for an exciting future. 
They renamed and rebranded the service center and fixed-
base operator as First Wing Jet Center, added new aviation 

services, built an avionics shop, and expanded into turboprop 
and jet maintenance. 

“We were a repair station famous for our piston work, but 
we were small, only about three or four mechanics,” said 
Sean White, vice president and general manager of First Wing 
Jet Center at Indianapolis Executive Airport in Zionsville, 
Indiana. “In looking ahead, we felt strongly that avionics was 
going to be a major component of our future. We started an 
avionics shop under the tutelage of Eagle Creek.”

First Wing dedicated 6,000 of its 20,000 square feet 
of maintenance space to avionics and hired additional 
technicians. Today, the service center is an authorized 
dealer for Garmin, Avidyne, Aspen Avionics, Gogo and L3. 
Companies operating in and around central Indiana make up 
a larger segment of First Wing’s business.

“In the beginning, my whole shop had about three 
people,” White said. “We’re now at 16. We’re five times the 
size we were when we started five years ago. The avionics 
shop has gone from zero to five full-time guys focused 
on avionics. Now, we’re busy with three to five avionics 
projects at any one point.”

Managing a full shop
First Wing’s recent projects have included significant 

upgrades such as installing a Garmin G500 TXi flight 
display, dual Garmin GTN 750 GPS/nav/comm multifunction 
displays, Garmin GI 275 attitude indicator, a new audio 

FIRST WING 
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First Wing Jet Center  
sees avionics as key to future growth 

FACILITY: 20,000 square feet

AEA MEMBER SINCE: 2020

WEBSITE: firstwing.com

EMPLOYEES: 50

WHAT THEY DO: 
First Wing Jet Center provides 
aircraft maintenance and 
avionics, FBO, flight training 
and rental services.

panel and new lighting on a Piper Malibu. Most of the service 
center’s jet projects have focused on the Citation product line, 
specifically JetTech STC and Gogo installations. As a Cirrus 
authorized service center, tending to Cirrus aircraft helps keep 
First Wing’s maintenance calendar full.

“Cirrus is a huge component of our business,” White 
said. “We’ve also been doing a lot of work on Malibus and 
Meridians lately in addition to Bonanzas and Cessnas. We 
have four airport-based Beechcraft Premiers and another half-
dozen or so flying regularly near us in the Midwest. We’ve 
started carving out a niche in Beechcraft Premier maintenance. 
To our knowledge, we’re the only ones who have installed the 
Gogo Avance L3 in the Beechcraft Premier.”

White is seeing more operators wanting to invest in their 
aircraft and update to new technology. It’s happening across a 
broad spectrum of aircraft types, from older pistons to newer 
high-performance aircraft to business jets.

“What’s exciting right now is the evolution that’s 

happening in the autopilot world,” said White, who earned 
his pilot’s license at 17 years old. “We’ve seen a lot of growth 
in flight display technology, enhanced weather and ADS-B 
over the last decade. Garmin just came out with products that 
push the envelope in terms of autopilot retrofits and making it 
somewhat affordable on a broad range of aircraft.”

New priorities spark new interest 
While traffic into the FBO fell significantly earlier in the 

year due to travel restrictions, the COVID-19 pandemic didn’t 
seem to dampen demand on the aircraft maintenance and 
avionics side and may have actually sparked new interest in 
private aviation.

“We saw the shop stay busy throughout all of it and didn’t 
see a lot of pullback, which was certainly encouraging,” 
said White, who has held a variety of roles during his career, 

Lead avionics technician John 
McGrath (left) and avionics 
technician Jeremy Layly install a 
dual Garmin G5 electronic flight 
instrument system in a Piper.

Lead avionics technician John 
McGrath (left) and avionics 
technician Jeremy Layly install a 
dual Garmin G5 electronic flight 
instrument system in a Piper.

Photos courtesy of First Wing Jet Center
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including serving as special assistant to the Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in 
Washington, D.C., as executive director of the Central Indiana 
Transit Task Force and as a marketing and communications 
consultant for aviation businesses. “I think it’s going to be 
interesting as we come out of this. Private aviation may play 
a bigger role because travelers want to be able to control their 
options when it comes to health, who they’re flying with, who 
they’re around, what they’re doing, when they’re doing it and 
all of those things. 

“We’re starting to see it tick up already on the charter side 
of the business. I think people are beginning to reprioritize 
private aviation as something that is worth spending their 
dollars on, because it’s now about their health and safety 
versus just a convenience.”

What’s next for First Wing? White has been thinking about 
that question and others for a while now. 

“How do we continue to grow, serve a broader base 

of clients, continue to help people and make a name for 
ourselves in the industry? One of our goals is to become 
a preeminent provider of aviation services in the area, 
certainly in the Midwest and beyond,” he said. “As we think 
about what that looks like, certainly avionics is a huge part. 
We’re excited to continue to build and grow and see where 
we can take it. As for aircraft maintenance as a whole in the 
years and decades ahead, electronics are becoming a bigger 
and bigger component of each aircraft system. It’s difficult 
to care for any aircraft anymore if you don’t understand 
and are able to work with the avionics components. We 
definitely see avionics as a key centerpiece of how we’ll 
grow in the future.” q

FIRST WING JET CENTER
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First Wing Jet Center is a Cirrus 
authorized service center based at 

Indianapolis Executive Airport.

First Wing Jet Center is a Cirrus 
authorized service center based at 

Indianapolis Executive Airport.




